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“Then, my dear Glaucon, it is proper to lay down that study by
law, and to persuade those who are to share in the highest things in
the city to go for and tackle the art of calculation, and not as am-
ateurs; they must keep hold of it until they are led to contemplate
the very nature of numbers by thought alone, practising it not for
the purpose of buying and selling like merchants or hucksters, but
for war, and for the soul itself, to make easier the change from the
world of becoming to real being and truth.”[38, Republic 525¢]
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