Short Assignment Two
Political Science 210, Empirical Political Theory
Paul Gronke

Lab Sessions:

Wednesday, September 7™ 5:00-5:50, 6:00-6:50
Thursday, September 8", 5:00-5:50, 6:00-6:50

Assignment Handed Out: September 7-8, 2005
Assignment Due Back In: September 23, 2005
In this short assignment, you must report on the results of a short quantitative analysis of survey

data.

The paper must contain, on one page, a table or graphic displaying the different scores (values)
for one variable among one or more subgroups (the second variable).

You must also pen a short paragraph saying what the table / graphic shows.
All of this needs to be in a word processed document—i.e. you must learn to cut and paste your

results into the word processing program and not physically cut the output and glue it onto a piece
of paper.



Specific research question (example—you CANNOT use this for your assignment):

Did more African Americans vote for George Bush in 2000 than voted for Albert

Gore?

I. Getting Started: http://sda.berkeley.edu

The web site you will be using is at Berkeley that has a variety of datasets, an index of questions
and variables, and tools for conducting statistical analyses. You may also be interested in the
Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research (www.icpsr.umich.edu) which also

has many datasets that you can analyze online.

1. Run an internet browser (Internet Explorer or Mozilla are fine)

2. Getting to the website. Type: http://sda.berkeley.edu
In the “website” window at the top of the window and then hit return.
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SDA: Survey Documentation & Analysis

SDA is a set of programs for the documentation and Web-based analysis of
survey data. There are also procedures for creating customized subsets of
datasets. This set of programs is developed and maintained by the Computer-
assisted Survey Methods Program (CSM) at the University of California,
Berkeley. CSM also develops the CASES software package.

To see how it all works, test-drive SDA at our demonstration SDA Archive.
< ~] Browse the documentation for a survey and get FAST data analysis results.
i&"‘% The SDA Archive includes several datasets, including the General Social

e Survey (GSS) and the American National Election Study (ANES). You
can also look at some other archives that use SDA software.

Awards

American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR): 2000 Innovators
Award

American Political Science Association (APSA): 2000 Best Instructional Software
Award
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Note the items along left side. You should click on SDA Archive.




II.

I11.

%D SDA Archive - Mozilla Firefox

Fle Edit Vew Go BDookmarks Tools Help
- 5
@ -5 - @ () ©R) [ https/isda berkeley.ecu:7502/archve.him v ® 6o [[GL tionsl election stugy |

R Information System ... [] BBC Radio Player (G| Google Schalar

~

SDA Archive

Home SDA Archive Other Archives Documentation Projects Mews 872005

SDA Archive: Select ane of the following studies by clicking onits name. Or click on '(Abst)' next to the study name to
see an abstract first.

National Omnibus Surveys

& (Abst)| GSS Cumulative Datafile 1972-2002 - Full Analysis
& (Abst)| GSS Cumulative Datafile 1972-2002 - Quick Tables

The one we want

€ (Abst) | National Election Study (NES) 2000 <
Abst) | National Election Study (NES) 1996

Abst) | NES Cumulative Datafile 1948-2000
Abst) | NES Cumulative Datafile 1952-1992
Abst) | Multi-Investigator Survey 1998-1999

& (Abst) | Multi-Investigator Survey 1994

Census Microdata - Entire U.S.

Abst) | 2000-2003 American Community Surveys (3.8 million cases)
Abst) | 2000 U.S. 1% PUMS (2.8 million cases)
€ (Abst)| 1990 US. 1% PUMS (2.5 million cases)
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For our example, we will choose the “National Elections Studies (NES) 2000”. This
survey is conducted biennially during the presidential and congressional elections. It is
the most common data set used by scholars in American politics

The other survey that is prominently listed is the General Social Survey (GSS). This is a
survey with more sociological and public opinion questions.

You can browse the codebooks for both of the surveys to see what kinds of subjects they
cover. They are very large, so you should find variables that strike your fancy.

Finding Variables

When you choose the survey, a page will pop up asking you what sort of analysis you
wish to conduct
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Study: 2000 American National Election Study (Vers. 2) eXtra. COdebOOk
Select an action: H

& Browse codebook in this window wi ndOW

© Frequencies or crosstabulation

¢ Comparison of means

¢ Correlation matrix

© Compatison of correlations

¢ Multiple regression

¢ Logit/Probit regression (Test version) See Note.

¢ Download a customized subset of variables/cases

Start

Suggestion for running analysis programs: L
If your browser allows you to open more than one window at a time, click the "Extra Codebook Window"
button above. This allows you to "copy-and-paste” the names of variables you wish to analyze from the
codebook window to the analysis windows.
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You need to click “Extra Codebook Window” so you can examine the contents of the
survey.

Here you will find an index of subjects included on the survey, by letter of the alphabet,
by group, and by category.. Take a look at the items to get a sense of what is available.
You will be returning here again.

I clicked on “sequential variable list” and scrolled down until I saw “C5-C8: Vote for
President:” These are the variables that [ want.
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C5. Did R vote for President? <
CB. R vote cast for President

C6a. How strong R support Pres cand
C7.Timing of Pres vote decision
C8(1). If R cld have cast mare than one
C8(2). If R cld have cast more than one
C8(3). If R cld have cast more than ane

C9(1). Hse ckpt: vote in/out county

C9(2). Hse ckpt: order of Dem/Rep names
C8a/C11a.T. In-county: vote for House?
COb(1)/C11bx1.T. In-county House vote
COb/(2)/C11bx2.T. In-Hse vote-cand code
C9b(3)/C11bx.T. In-House vote - party
C10a/C12a.T. Out-county: vote for House?
C10b1/C12pb1.T. Out- House vote - cand co
C10b2/C12b2.T. Out- House vote - party
C10c/C12c.T. Out- party ment of Hse vate
C10x1/C12x1.T. Summ- Hose vote cand code
C10x2/C12x2.T. Summary- House vote party

[

C13(1). Sen ckpt: vote infout county

C13(2). Sen ckpt: order of Dem/Rep names
C13a/C15a.T. In-county: vote for Senate?
C13b1/C15bx1.T. In county - Senate vote
C13b2/C15bx2 T. In county -Sen vote - ca
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]
- CB6. R vote cast for President
C&.
IF R VCTED FOR PRESIDENT:
Wno did you vote for?
1. AL GORE -->» S5KIP TO Céa
3. GEORGE W. BUSH --> SKIP TO Céa
5. PAT BUCHANAN --> SKIP TO Céa
6. RALFH NADER -->» S5KIP TO Céa
7. OTHER (SPECIFY) -->» S5KIP TO Céa
8. DK --> SKIF IO C8
%, RE. -->» SKIP TO C8
0. Na; INAP, 5, B, 9, O in C5 =
508 327 590 1 AL GORE
455 293 530 3 GEORGEW.BUSH
03 0.2 3 5 PAT BUCHANAN
28 18 33 6 RALPH NADER
0.8 05 9 7 OTHER (SPECIFY)
348 629 0 NAINAP,5,8,9 0inCS
02 3 DK
06 10 9 RF
1000 1000 1807 o Tow
o
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Now I need to go find race. I will scroll down the previous list until I find it. Here it is,
but see if you can find it:

©) Mozilla Firefox [BEE
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R mformation System ... |} BBC Radio Player [G] Google Scholar
-
Title Page i
v1006a Y30(1). Racial group #1 self-description
Introductions
Text of this Question or ltem
INDEXES ¥30(1) . |
Sequential Variable Waat zacial roup or groups best describes you?
List
MENTION 1 - RA
Alphabetical Variable
List
Appendices
% Valid % All N Value Label
116 115 208 10 BLACK
18 18 32 20 ASIAN
1.1 14 20 30 NATIVE AMERICAN
52 5 93 40 HISPANIC CR LATINOG
779 771 1393 50 WHITE
05 05 9 60 OTHER SPECIFY - MISC.
a - A 25 LA D O CACTIRDMARL i
Done M 19
Getting A Crosstab

Did African Americans and Whites differ in the level of support they gave to Bush and
Gore?

What this means in practical terms is: did the percentage of African Americans who said
they voted for Bush differ from the percentage of Whites who said they voted for Bush?

We get to this by a “crosstab” which is just two variables “crossed” against one another.
Go back to the first screen and choose “Frequencies or crosstabs”
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Bookmarks Tools Help

‘ Survey D tation and Analysis. CSM |
Click on thisto see
across tab

Study: 2000 American National Election Study (Vers. 2)

Select an action:

© Browse codebook in this window O Recode variables (into public work area)

&3 Frequencies or crosstabulation (with charts) O Compute a new variable

© Comparison of means O List/delete derived variables

O Correlation matrix

© Comparison of correlations © Download a customized subset

© Multiple regression
O Logit/Probit regression
O List values of individual cases

Before you select and run an analysis program, be sure to click the "Open Extra Codebook Window" button above, and move
the codeb indowto a i ion on your screen. Among other things, the online codebook includes lists of variables
for this study/dataset. If you wish, you can "copy-and-paste” the names of variables from the codebook window to the option forms for the
analysis programs.

Return to SDA Home Page

Done

%) SDA Frequencies/Crosstabulation Program - Mozilla Firefox
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SDA Frequencies/Crosstabulation Program
Selected Study: 2000 American National Election Study (Vers. 2)
Help: General / Recoding Variables

REQUIRED Variable names to specify Here are the
Row: [v1249 |

OPTIONAL Variable names to specify Varl abl es We
Column: v1006a | Want
|

Control:
Selection Filter(s): \Exampﬂe. age(18-50)
Weight: v2 - Sample weight v‘

TABLE OPTIONS CHART OPTIONS
Percentaging: Type of chart: | Stacked Bar Chart |v

Bar chart options: M ake wre to

Crientation: ® Vertical © Horizontal

Statistics W\IhEu:uuml\ T e —hede o0 0 V|aN aalglcs

[0 Question text [J Suppress table %r%‘g;vsca\e
Color coding [ Show Z-statistic . i

Size - width: | 600 |+~ |height | 400 |+

Run the Table Clear Fields

Done
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... and the output isincredibly ugly. So | know that | need to clean thisup, | figure out
how to select only the casesthat | am interested in (by reading the online manual), and
| run thisinstead:



¥ SDA Frequencies/Crosstabulation Program - Mozilla Firefox
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SDA Frequencies/Crosstabulation Program
Selected Study: 2000 American National Election Study (Vers. 2)

Help: General / Recoding Variables Here I I
REQUIRED Variable names to specify ’
Row: ks | only Blacks
OPTIONAL Variable names to specify H
Column: [v1006a and WhlteS,
Control: |
Selection Filter(s): |v1006a(10.50). v1243(1.3) ﬁmpte. age(18-50) and Only BUSh
Weight; and Gore
TABLE OPTIONS CHART OPTIONS
Percentaging: Type of chart: | Stacked Bar Chart

Column [ Row [ Total Bar chart options:

with decimal(s) Crientation” ® Vertical & Horizontal

Statistics with decimal(s) Visual Effects: @ 2-D O 3-D
Show Percents: [ Yes

[ Question text [] Suppress table -
Color coding [ Show Z-statistic Bakits {S A ColoEiCIayscale
————— | Size - width: height:

Run the Table Clear Fields
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And thislooks good. 92% of Blacks voted for Al Gore vs. only 8% voting for George
Bush, and this difference is statistically significant. 45% of Whites voted for Gore vs.
55% of Blacks. Nader isnot considered in the analysis.I’ll show you how to cut/paste
thisinto Word in Class.

= Tables - Mozilla Firefox
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Variables
Role Name Label Range MD | Dataset
Row v1249 C6. R vote cast for President 17 0.8-" 1
Column | v1006a Y30(1). Racial group #1 self-description 10-90 0,98-* 1
Weight |v2 Process.5. Sample weight 3379-3.1964 1
Filter | v1006a(10,50) | Y30(1). Racial group #1 self-description 10-90 0,98-* 1
Filter v1249(1,3) C8. R vote cast for President 1-7 0,8-* 1
Frequency Distribution |
Cells contain v1006a
-Column percent 10 50 ROW
AlilEzi BLACK | WHITE | TOTAL
racoe [ i
v1249 | 3: GEORGE W. BUSH 81'3 ‘ffﬁg
curor. | 18] ] s
Means 116 209 198
Std Devs 55 1.00 1.00
Unweighted N 114 911| 1025
v

Done ™M1z




