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Model Validation at PDB 

Take Homes 
• The R-factor measures the residual difference 
between the model and the experimental data. 
Lower values are better. 
 
• Rwork (or Rcryst) is calculated with the working data 
set, used in model building and refinement. 
 
• Rfree is calculated from the test data set, and tells 
you how well your model predicts the un-used data. 
 
• Typically an Rfree of less than 30% is considered 
satisfactory. 


